: ] .:n'..,.._ I_h-r_ = ey S
S R G UL
..L' (t " #"""." o, IHH!]_! B

b W LTl -
'I -'1 =

T PR
. e il g

'r;-si; i IO AT
{ iy

- - _._ - [ I.
—— 5 T e i
el et |
= ﬁ: -
L -
S e ey
— ‘l-h'; it ! . i

y o0 | II'I J-J i ‘ﬁ%—'

= ,H— L j— 5 ". 5
B N T L Ve, P e e i . - e =i == =Sl ;
B g - <SR SR o

-4 AN - |

—l—

taa |I i
g 1 ' .
e - | , Fiaag w
| Al i TERE T
: y H

- ¥
-

ol =
i
- -
e
a
L] .

I.-. -
'_—:-_-r'f’*-—_.':‘_.-_
12 bl T il g

» -
e -
i’ L
1




ALL LIGHT  at Gallery 1065, photo by Nicole Carbone.
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DESing testimonials
TO

“The festival continues to play an
important role in putting Toronto on
the design map, and I’'m inspired year

after year by the incredible talent it “Volunteering at the DesignTO Festival was such a
SR i rewarding experience. | kicked off the festival at the launch
party, welcoming hundreds of guests into an atmosphere
2026 Festival Attendee buzzing with creativity and community”
(anonymous)
Cindy Reyes
2026 Festival Volunteer

“Design Toronto creates opportunities for people to engage
with art, design, artists and culture in the deepest part of our Toronto
winter. It is a curative for the isolation that many of us feel this time of
year with so many barrier free and welcoming spaces to visit.”

Danielle Cole
2026 Festival exhibitor, 'Wallflowers'






DESing about DesignTO
TO

DesignTO is aregistered charitable arts organization that curates exhibitions, presentations and educational programming to
increase the public's knowledge and appreciation of design and its role in creating a sustainable, just and joyful world. DesighTO
organizes the annual DesignTO Festival. It is Canada’s largest celebration of design, forming Toronto’s design week.

For 10 days every January, Toronto buzzes with energy and creativity. The DesignTO Festival celebrates design as a multidisciplinary
form of creative thinking and making. People from near and far come to explore, learn, and get inspired through architectural tours,
craft and design exhibitions, storefront window Installations, thought-provoking talks, and other unique experiences. The 2026
DesignTO Festival featured 500+ artists and designers, drew over 250,000 visitors, and generated $30.6 million in visitor spending,
highlighting its vital role in the community. Since 2011, we have welcomed over 1.2 million attendees, reached 2.7 billion people
through print and digital media, showcased 7,500+ artists and designers, and generated over $600 million in tourism impact.

But it doesn’t stop there. DesignTO keeps its creativity flowing all year long. DesignTO Talks, DesignTO Tours, DesignTO Youth, and
exclusive Members events offer ongoing opportunities to engage with design. We’'re committed to making design accessible to
everyone, proudly reflecting Toronto’s diversity with 100% of our team and 62% of attendees identifying as part of equity-deserving
groups.

Innovation is in our DNA. We love taking creative risks and pushing boundaries. Through strategic partnerships and forward-thinking
programs, we're building a future where design enriches lives and neighbourhoods.

At DesignTO, everyone is welcome. Whether you’re a seasoned designer, a curious newcomer, a design lover, or a potential
collaborator, we provide a platform to dive deep into design, engage with vibrant communities, and help reimagine tomorrow. Join
us as we explore new areas, celebrate creativity, and redefine what design means for our city and beyond. Whether at the DesighTO
Festival or through our year-round events, be part of a movement that celebrates the transformative power of design.
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Dying.exhibit' by Dying.series collective at Youngplace, photo by Anne Fleming.




DESing about DesignTO
TO

Purpose We bring people together to design a better future.

Mission We curate exhibitions, presentations and educational
programming to increase the public’s knowledge
and appreciation of design and its role In creating a
sustainable, just and joyful world.

Vision Through our public programming, embolden all
Canadians to participate in designing a future where
people and the planet are thriving again.
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60

Youth Served
(221 since 2019)

347

DesignTO Members
(1914 since 2016)

total organization reach

61K

Tourists
(268K tourists since 2014)

$30.6M

in Tourist Spending
(600M+ tourists since 2014)




total organization reach

134.5M

Brand Impressions®

23.8K

Newsletter Subscribers

210] ¢

Instagram followers

22.6K

Facebook followers

6K+

LinkedIn followers

LT

<k e

oy

o o 0O BTN e _ ' - i S *Data based on 2026 Festival media coverage, Muckrack
and Mail Pursuits section featuring DesignTO, January 17, 2026 | - e ’
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100+ 20+

Free events and exhibitions Neighbourhoods activated with art and design

(1.4K+ since 2011)
$30.6M
5 O O + in Visitor Spending in 2026

Artists and designers

(7.5K since 2011) $1 3.5 M

25 O K+ in Direct Economic Impact on GDP in Toronto
Attendees $ 2 1 6 M
(1.2M since 2011) P

in Total Economic Impact on GDP in Toronto

61K $28.6M

Tourists
in Total Economic Impact on GDP in Ontario
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1) om the Studio of Heidi Earnsha
- atCraft Ontario, photo by Garry Bakunie
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DESig n we are Toronto
TO

| | O
Dive rS|ty 1 O O /O of the DesignTO Team identify as equity-deserving, with a programming team

that is 1000/0 BIPOC and 800/0 new generation.

Ind UStry 760/0 of the DesignTO Team and 49 0/0 of visitors are from design, arts and culture.

Age 640/0 of the DesignTO Team and 680/0 of visitors are 39 and under.
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92%

Feel DesignTOis
helping to create a more
sustainable, just and
joyful world.

97%

Feel welcome at the
Festival.

95%

Would recommend the
Festival to a friend or
family member exploring
Toronto.

03%

Explored businesses,
places or neighbourhoods
that were new or not
recently visited.

festival audience

94%

Are likely to attend future
DesignTO Festival events.

14%

Contributed to the local
economy.
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festival map

From January 23-February 1, 2026, the DesignTO
Festival presented 100+ free in-person events,
exhibitions and window installations, transforming
over 20 neighbourhoods across the City of Toronto
Into bustling hubs of creativity.
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DESing testimonials
TO

“As a designer living Iin rural Newfoundland,
the festival was an incredible experience of

creative connection and inspiration.” .
P “The DesignTO festival is such an important pillar

Kate Golding of the design community. I'm honoured to receive
2026 Festival exhibitor, ‘Drawed’ Through’ this award alongside Mark Khoury and we're already

looking forward to the 2027 festival.”

Devansh Shah

2026 DesignTO Award winner (with Mark Khoury), sconce
at ‘Nice to Meet You!

“| attended DesignTO this year because | love to experience
the energy it brings to Toronto, see innovative new works, and
discover artists and designers | have not encountered before.”

2026 Festival Attendee
(anonymous)






Design
TO |

Leading up to DesignTO’s charitable status, granted in the fall of 2025,
we launched the Futures Fund, raising $28K. We brought together a
community of supporters at two events, graciously hosted by Yabu
Pushelberg and Akb Architects, and bolstered three fundraising house
tours with the generosity of homeowners.

As we enter a new chapter, we hope to continue to raise funds to:

« Present over 100 free exhibitions and events each January
across Toronto

e Share the work of hundreds of Canadian artists and designers
annually |

« Mentor equity-deserving youth through a free youth program,
Increasing opportunities for arts appreciation and design

~education
« Expand public access to design programming and education

To donate and support design with lasting impact, click here.

For information about corporate giving, please contact Executive Director

2 ‘Futures Fund - Summer Social' at Yabu Pushelberg,
Anna Bartula: annab@designto.org. 3

photo courtesy of Yabu Pushelberg.



https://www.zeffy.com/en-CA/donation-form/donate-to-designto
mailto:annab%40designto.org?subject=Support%20DesignTO%20
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DESing testimonials
TO

“l have been attending the festival for
several years. | go to support artists and

designers, nhetwork, and see new things.” : : G5 ks
J J “DesignTO plays an important role by positioning

2026 Festival Attendee design as a public and civic practice, grounded in dialogue
(anonymous) with communities rather than confined to professional
silos.”

Wesley Reibeling
Speaker, ‘Ideas Forum: Advocating for a Better City'

“My piece is called 'Connections’' because it encourages
everyone to connect with those around us. Winning the
People's Choice Award is extra special because it means that
many connected with the work as well.”

Cherie Leung
2026 DesignTO Award Winner, ‘Connections’
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Soft Grid' by Shao-Chi Lin at Le Germain Hotels Toronto Mercer,

photo by Christine Lim.
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'Connections’'by Cherie Leung at 55 St. Clair Avenue West.
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DESing testimonials
TO

“There was a wealth of well curated
events...| attended to see friends and be part
of the vibrant Toronto design community.”

2026 Festival Attendee
(anonymous)

“The highlight of volunteering as a photographer for
DesignTO is connecting directly with emerging designers
and artists to learn more deeply about their work. The
exchanges are inspiring, thought-provoking and support
me In capturing better-informed images that showcase the
passion each designer puts into their pieces.”

Anna Jasinska
2026 Festival Volunteer
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Executive

Anna Bartula, Executive Director
Deborah Wang, Artistic Director
Michael R. Madjus, Head of Marketing

Operations +
Development

Anna Kao
Ann Peng
Diana Nigmatullina

Programming

adé abegunde

Kiran Qureishi
Markhan Hussain
Renée Powell-Hines

Marketing

Basak Duman
Isabelle Layfield
Kerala Woods
Tory Healy

Brand + Design

aftermodern.lab, Graphic Design

Hwa-Jin Jun, Art Director

Ailyana Alzamora, 2026 Look & Feel Designer
Kenson Chan, Web Design
Mike Spears, App/Mobile Design

Public Relations
Idea Workshop

Board of Directors

Bobby Hrehoruk

llan Ishai

Leslie Jen

Trevor Kruse

Zviko Mhakayakora, Chair
Julian Mills

Catherine Osborne

As of February 1, 2026

Founders

Deborah Wang
Christina Zeidler
Jeremy Vandermeij
Joy Charbonneau
Julie Nicholson
Katherine Morley
Shaun Moore

DesignTO team

Address

DesignTO

PO Box 31027 College Square
Toronto ON

M6G 4A7

designto.org
hello@designto.org

Data Sources

Muckrack, DesignTO Festival Surveys,
DesignTO Attendance Records, Meta
Analytics, Linkedln Analytics, MRP
Report, TREIM, City of Toronto Signalized
Intersection Traffic Data, Google Analytics

Volunteers

Thank you to the 100+ volunteers who
help make every DesignTO Festival
possible.



join the DesignTO community

At DesignTO, we curate exhibitions, presentations, and educational
programming to increase the public’s knowledge and appreciation of
desighn—and its role in creating a sustainable, just, and joyful world.

With over 200,000 visitors, 100+ exhibitions and events, and 95% free
), public programming during each festival, your support helps expand
F y access to design, amplify creative voices, and activate communities

M across Toronto.

:. ' Together, we are demonstrating the power of design to shape a
sustainable, just, and joyful world.

ntemporary Textile Art x Contem ‘at Minime

oto by Garry Bakuniec Charitable Registration Number: 803833300RR0001


https://www.zeffy.com/en-CA/donation-form/donate-to-designto
https://designto.org/member/
https://designto.org/partners-funders/

